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COVID MAKING INROADS INTO VILLAGES BUT GOVT
BUSY MAKING ANNOUNCEMENTS: MAYAWATI

NDA PARTNER IN BIHAR, JITAN MANJHI, QUESTIONS NEED 
FOR PM MODI’S PHOTO ON VACCINATION CERTIFICATES

New Delhi: India effected a
subtle shift in its Middle East
policy last week. Between its
intervention in the UN securi-
ty council on May 16 and its
statement in the UN general
assembly on May 20, India’s
stance shifted perceptibly to-
wards Israel.

For possibly the first time,
India dropped a stock line
from its statement on the Is-
rael-Palestine crisis: “India’s
strong support to the just Pal-
estinian cause and its unwa-
vering commitment to the
two-State solution.” This was
part of  the Indian statement
in the UN security council
just a few days prior, but ab-
sent from the general assemb-
ly statement.

In addition, India’s con-
demnation of  the Hamas

rocket firing into Israel was
much sharper in the general
assembly than it had been in
the security council.

India’s statement in the
general assembly said, “We
condemn the indiscriminate
rocket firings from Gaza into
Israel, which have caused
deaths of  a number of  civil-

ians. … The retaliatory
strikes into Gaza have also re-
sulted in deaths and destruc-
tion. We deeply mourn the
loss of  the lives of  innocent ci-
vilians, including the Indian
national, in the current cycle
of  violence.”

India reserved its condem-
nation for Hamas’ actions cat-

egorising Israeli actions as re-
taliatory, in self-defence. In its
UNSC statement of  May 16, In-
dia had condemned the Ha-
mas firing, categorised the Is-
raeli action as “retaliation”
and de-hyphenate New Del-
hi’s support for the Palestine
cause from its condemnation
of  Hamas actions.

In subtle change, India’s statement
at UNGA hints at tilt towards Israel
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New Delhi: A group of  con-
cerned citizens including for-
mer judges, retired bureaucrats,
ambassadors and senior armed
forces officers on Monday wrote
to President Ram Nath Kovind
seeking an SC monitored SIT
under a retired Supreme Court
judge into the recent post poll vi-
olence in West Bengal in which
several people were killed and
many displaced. 

“We request that an SIT
monitored by a retired Supreme
Court Judge appointed by the
Supreme Court of  India should
be formed for a fair investiga-
tion and speedy justice. Further,
since West Bengal is a sensitive
border state, we request that
these cases should be handed
over to the NIA to deal with the
anti-national onslaught on the
culture and integrity of  the
country,” the group wrote. 

146 citizens seek
SIT probe into

Bengal violence

New Delhi: The Delhi
high court on Monday ad-
journed the hearing on
various petitions seeking
legal recognition of  same-
sex couples to July 6 after
the Centre opposed the
idea of  rushing into a de-
bate on the matter amid
the pandemic.

The bench of  justices
Rajiv Sahai Endlaw and C
Hari Shankar said it saw
no ground for an urgent
hearing. 

Seeking the adjourn-
ment, solicitor general
Tushar Mehta had said the
court was hearing only ex-
tremely urgent cases
while law officers were bu-

sy handling Covid-related
and other matters. “No-
body is dying due to not
having marriage certifi-
cates,” he said.

Senior advocate Sau-
rabh Kirpal, appearing for
the petitioners, argued for
the matter to be taken up
expeditiously, possibly
next week. He said mem-
bers of  the LGBT commu-
nity being forced to sup-
press their feelings and de-
sire to get married to part-
ners of  their choice was
discriminatory and tanta-
mount to making them feel
like second-class citizens.

The Centre's position is
that marriage between
two individuals of  the
same gender was neither
recognised nor accepted in
any uncodified personal
laws or any codified statu-
tory laws.

Govt: No one dying due
to lack of marriage cert

New Delhi:Amid strong objec-
tions from leader of  Congress
in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury over what he
called was violation of  the ap-
pointment procedure, the high-
powered committee to select
the CBI director shortlisted
three IPS officers — V S K Kau-
mudi, Subodh Jaiswal and Ku-
mar Rajesh Chandra — for the
top post which has been lying
vacant for over four months.

Well-placed sources said
the panel, comprising PM Na-
rendra Modi, CJI N V Ramana
and the opposition representa-
tive Chowdhury, zeroed in on
Kaumudi, Jaiswal and Chan-
dra and one of  them is likely to
get the nod.

The shortlisting came un-
der fire from Chowdhury, who
argued that the government
had illegally trimmed a list of
109 officers to 16 just hours be-
fore the meeting. TNN

Panel to select
CBI chief zeroes
in on 3 names

Bareilly: A man who is in the
business of  selling meat was
stopped and almost lynched by
a few locals in Uttar Pradesh's
Moradabad on Sunday. They
found 50kg of  “buffalo meat”
with him as he was transport-
ing it on his scooter. The man,
identified as Mohammed
Shakir, is a resident of  Mudha-
pandey area of  the district and
runs a licensed meat shop.
When Shakir reached Katghar
to sell the meat, a local, named
Manoj Thakur, along with his

aides stopped him. They al-
leged that he was selling “cow
meat”.

Later, police found that it
was buffalo meat but Shakir

was booked under section 11 of
the Prevention of  Cruelty to
Animals Act along with sec-
tion 429 (mischief  by killing
cattle) as he failed to produce

the meat procurement docu-
ment. He was given bail from
the police station and sent
back home. Later on Sunday
evening, videos of  the incident
went viral and thereafter
Shakir’s brother Zakir regis-
tered an FIR against 10 people
at Katghar police station. Za-
kir claimed that the accused
were demanding Rs 50,000 as
ransom from his brother.

Four accused were picked
on Monday, but the main ac-
cused Manoj was still on a run.
Six identified and four uniden-
tified persons were mentioned
in the FIR.
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New Delhi: Following differ-
ences with Pakistan over as-
signment visas, India has
withdrawn a few of  its staff
members from the high com-
mission in Islamabad, TOI
has learnt. Pakistan's reluc-
tance to issue assignment vi-
sas to Indian diplomats and
other staff  members despite
repeated requests is said to
have lead to the recall. 

Islamabad has not issued
visas for the past two years to
Indian officials, except on a
few occasions, it is learnt. Pa-
kistan had approved the ap-
pointment of  Indian charge
d'affaires Suresh Kumar last
year but only after it denied
visa to Jayant Khobragade,
India's original pick for the
job. Islamabad had rejected
Khobragade's appointment
saying he was too senior to
head the mission when ties
had been downgraded.

While assignment visas
are based on reciprocity and
can take time, the recent and
protracted delay in approval
despite several reminders to
Islamabad has clearly not
been to India's liking. Indian
officials scheduled to return
to India were apparently find-
ing it difficult to wait indefi-
nitely in the absence of  visas
to their proposed replace-
ments. The recall is likely to
further restrict the day-to-
day functioning of  the Indian
high commission with the
countries having already cut
by half  the strength of  their
respective missions follow-

ing India's decision to down-
grade ties last year. After In-
dia revoked the special status
of  Jammu and Kashmir in
August, 2019, Pakistan had al-
so recalled its high commis-
sioner, forcing India to do the
same.

The delay in issuing as-
signment visas also may not
seem in consonance with the
sentiment expressed by some
sections in Pakistan, particu-
larly by Army chief  Gen Qa-
mar Bajwa, in the past few
months that it was time to
move ahead to unlock the eco-
nomic potential of  the region
by working together.

Work At High
Commission

Likely To Be Hit

Pak reluctant to issue visas,
India recalls a few officials
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AGE-OLD DIFFERENCES CONTINUE TO SIMMER

Islamabad: The Indian High
Commission in Islamabad on
Monday clarified that an offi-
cial's spouse, who was reported
by the Pakistani media to have
been tested positive for the cor-
onavirus, has tested “negative”
for Covid on RT-PCR conduct-
ed on arrival here and in La-
hore.

“In response to media re-
ports that the spouse of  an offi-
cial of  the Indian High Com-
mission tested + for Covid on
RAT, it is clarified that said in-
dividual has tested NEGATIVE
for Covid on RT-PCR, conduct-
ed on arrival in Islamabad. RT-
PCR in Lahore, as per reports,
was also NEGATIVE,” the Indi-
an High Commission tweeted.

Earlier, Pakistan asked 12
officials of  the Indian High
Commission (IHC) in Islama-
bad to quarantine, along with
their family members and driv-
ers, after one of  them reported-
ly tested positive for the corona-
virus since their arrival from
India last week, the Foreign Of-
fice said. PTI

Delhi dismisses
media report on
official’s spouse

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: India and Israel have signed a three-year (2021-23)
work programme agreement for development in agriculture
cooperation under their ongoing Indo-Israel Agriculture Action
Plan (IIAP). So far, both the countries have completed four such
action plans. “This new work programme will further strengthen
the bilateral relations and mutual cooperation between the two
countries in the field of agriculture for the benefit of the farming
community. The Centres of Excellence (COEs) established under
these Israeli-based action plans are playing an important role in
doubling farmers’ income,” said agriculture minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on Monday. He said, “The exchange of technology
between India and Israel will greatly improve the productivity
and quality of horticulture, thereby increasing the income of
farmers.” TNN

India, Israel ink pact to improve agri ties
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People visit a promenade in
Ashkelon on Sunday as the
Israel-Hamas ceasefire holds 

Guwahati:Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma on Monday appealed
to those who consume beef not to do so “in places where the cow is
worshipped”, saying deference to local religious sentiments was
something even Deoband’s Darul Uloom Islamic seminary had
advocated, reports Prabin Kalita. The appeal came during his
speech in the assembly, where governor Jagdish Mukhi had
announced on Saturday that the new BJP-led government would
introduce a cow protection bill during the next session.

Do not consume beef wherever cow is
revered, appeals Assam CM Himanta

Meat-seller thrashed for transporting ‘buffalo meat’ 

RECOGNITION OF
SAME-SEX COUPLES
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