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New Delhi: Accusing the Modi go-
vernment of misleading the Supreme
Court on farm laws, Congress Wed-
nesday said that the Centre had clai-
med pre-legislative consultations on
the contentious laws dating back two
decades but had cited instances which
only underscored its lack of legislati-
ve competence on the issue.

AICC spokesman Abhishek
Singhvi said the Centre’s affidavit fi-
led in the SC on January 11accused the
protesters of peddling lies that the go-
vernment had held no talks on fram-
ing of the farm laws. The said affidavit
mentioned two decades of consulta-
tions, citing Guru committee of 2000,
Model APMC Act of Vajpayee govern-
ment in 2003, working groups of 2013
and a “model law” of 2017.

Singhvi said the very fact that the
Centre has cited “model Acts” as “con-
sultation” proved that it had no power
to draft laws on these issues relating to
agriculture since model laws were op-
tional for states to adopt or reject. In
contrast, the Centre went on to create
three all-India laws, he added. 

“This is a serious example of the
Central government misleading the
SC and the people of India. It is con-
tempt of court,” he remarked.

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh
tweeted, “Farm ordinances are 
passed during lockdown. Parliamen-
tary Committee is NOT allowed to ex-
amine Farm Bills. Rajya Sabha MPs

are NOT allowed to vote after 
opposing. An ‘expert' group that sup-
ports the laws is appointed through
Supreme Court to sanctify them. This
is New India!”

Govt misleading people,
SC on farm laws: Cong

Agra: Half the peak travel season go-
ne, international tourism to the Taj Ma-
hal has dropped to less than 1% of what
it used to be around this time of the ye-
ar. Indicative of what is a larger trend,
international group bookings to India,
in which the Taj Mahal is the biggest
draw, have been cancelled till March 31,
making this a zero revenue year.

In December 2019, the last month be-
fore the pandemic hit, about 62,000 fore-
ign tourists had visited the Taj Mahal.
This time, since the Covid-19 lockdown
was eased in September and the monu-
ment reopened, there have been just
2,508 visitors. About 0.8% of the usual
footfall. “Nearly a quarter (24%) of the
total international tourist arrivals are
from the US and the UK every year. This
season, we have recorded a blank,” Su-
nil Gupta, chairperson of the North In-
dian Association of Tour Operators,
told TOI. 

Post-Covid, Taj got less
than 1% of foreign tourists 
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Nagpur: At least 40 more newborns and their
mothers admitted in ward numbers 6 and 7, also
known as post-natal care unit ward, too had a mi-
raculous escape from January 9 fire at Bhandara
district general hospital.

The neo-natal ward was full with newborns,
their mothers and relatives when the rescuers we-
re trying to find a way inside the Sick Newborn
Care Unit (SNCU) where a devastating fire left 10
premature babies dead.

The 40 babies are believed to have been saved
by nurse Monica Mohankar, attendant Anita
Moghreand her husband Sunil Moghre.

The neo-natal ward and SNCU are both loca-
ted on the first floor of the hospital and share a
common door, which the rescuers — a male ICU
nurse, two security guards, two nurses, an ambu-
lance driver and telephone operator — were try-
ing to break open to gain entry inside the SNCU.
Ultimately, 17 babies (seven alive and 10 dead) were
removed by entering the unit through an emer-
gency door above civil surgeon’s chamber.

Though the rescuers couldn’t eventually gain
entry into the SNCU from ward numbers 6 and 7,
the smoke clouds had starting entering the neo-
natal ward. Of the 10 dead babies, seven died of
asphyxiation. Nurse Monica Mohankar and at-
tendant Anita Moghre were on duty at the ward
numbers 6 and 7. On Wednesday, a couple of vide-
os were circulating on social media explaining
how Mohankar and Moghre saved 40 babies. The
hospital administration has been accused of kee-
ping this incident under wraps. 

Full report on www.toi.in
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Nurse, attendant saved
40 babies, moms from

post-natal ward

BHANDARA FIRE TRAGEDY

New Delhi: An underwater exploration project to
determine the age of the Ram Setu, a chain of sho-
als between India and Sri Lanka, and “how” it was
formed will begin this year. Scientists who will be
working on the project said it would “help deter-
mine the age of the Ramayana period.”

The Central Advisory Board on Archaeology,
a body under the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI), approved the proposal by the CSIR-National
Institute of Oceanography, Goa, (NIO) last month.

“The proposed study will be based on archaeo-
logical antiquities, radiometric and thermolumi-
nescence (TL) dating for geological timescale and
other supporting environmental data,” Dr Sunil
Kumar Singh, director, NIO, told TOI. Radiomet-
ric dating looks for radioactive impurities to
ascertain an object’s age. TL dating analyses light
released when an object is heated. “Radiometric
technique will be used to see if coral or pumic
stones exist.”

Project exploring how
& when Ram Setu was
‘formed’ gets ASI nod
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Lucknow: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s trusted bureau-
crat AK Sharma, who took vo-
luntary retirement as MSME
secretary, is set to join BJP in
Lucknow on Thursday. It is be-
ing speculated ever since the
resignation of the 1988 batch
IAS officer was approved on
Monday that he might be one of
the BJP candidates in the Vid-
han Parishad polls in the state.

UP BJP chief Swatantra
Dev Singh confirmed that
Sharma, who belongs to eas-
tern UP’s Mau district and 
belongs to Bhumihar caste,
will join the party at 12 noon 
on Thursday.

Sources say deputy chief
minister Keshav Prasad Mau-
rya has been asked to rush to
Lucknow from Kolkata to at-
tend the joining ceremony at
the party office where the other
deputy chief minister Dinesh
Sharma along with the BJP or-
ganisation secretary Sunil
Bansal will be present. 

Full report on www.toi.in

PM’s ‘trusted’
ex-bureaucrat
set to join BJP 
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@timesgroup.com

London: Fugitive economic of-
fender Vijay Mallya has failed

to be granted an
appeal hearing
in the London
high court to ar-
gue that the
bankruptcy pe-
tition against

him should be dismissed.
On Wednesday, his barrister

Philip Marshall appeared before
Justice Birss in the chancery di-
vision of the high court to make a
renewed oral application for per-
mission to appeal the decision by
ICC Judge Briggs last year to ad-
journ the bankruptcy petition for
at least six months to see whether
settlement could be achieved, rat-
her than dismiss it. Briggs had al-
so allowed the Indian banks to
submit an amended petition after
failing in their first one to declare
they held security over some of
Mallya’s assets in India, in bre-
ach of the Insolvency Act.

Bankruptcy
petition: Mallya
loses appeal bid

New Delhi: K D Singh, founder of
the Alchemist Group and former

Trinamool member
of Rajya Sabha , was
arrested by the En-
forcement Directo-
rate on Tuesday in a
money laundering
probe initiated in

2018. A special court in New Delhi
has remanded him to three days of
ED custody for custodial interroga-
tion after the agency claimed that he
was not cooperating with the investi-
gation was was making contradicto-
ry statements.

Singh was elected to Rajya Sabha
from Jharkhand as a nominee of
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha amid alle-
gations of bribery, but soon crossed
over to Trinamool Congress which
made him in -charge of oranizatio-
nal affairs in the north. His switch to
Mamata Banerjee's outfit was facili-

tated by the fact that he was the lone
JMM member of Rajya Sabha and ,
hence, immune from the disqualifi-
cation proceedings laid down under
the anti-defection law.

He fell out with Mamata and was
not re-nominated.

Once seen as a successful entre-
preneur with in interests ranging
from media and real estate to frozen
poultry where his Republic of Chick-
en soon became a leading name.

The ED has been investigating
Singh’s Alchemist group since 2018

for alleged money laundering and its
case under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) is based on
an FIR registered by the Kolkata poli-
ce. The anti money-laundering agen-
cy had in January 2019 attached the
group’s properties worth Rs 239 cror-
re In another case against Singh’s Al-
chemist Infra Realty Ltd, based on a
SEBI prosecution complaint, 

In September 2019, ED officials
carried out searches at 14 of his pre-
mises in Delhi and Chandigarh. 

Full report on www.toi.in

Ex-TMC MP & Mamata aide
K D Singh arrested by ED 

Pathankot: A 65-year-old farmer,
Sucha Singh, allegedly poisoned
himself to death at Ladpalwan toll tax
plaza here on Tuesday night. Sucha
had spent several days on Delhi’s
borders as part of the ongoing protest,
Lok Bhalai Insaf Welfare Society
vice-president Jaswant Singh Kothi
told TOIon Wednesday. He donated Rs
10,000 and distributed vegetables in
the langar on Tuesday, and then went
to the city for some time, said Kothi.
When he returned, he vomited a
couple of times. “He told other
protesters he had swallowed poison,
Kothi said. TNN

65-year-old protester
ends life in Pathankot

PTI

Nainital:The Uttarakhand HC on
Wednesday came down heavily on the
state government saying medical
infrastructure in Haridwar is “woefully
lacking” and that the administration was
not prepared to tackle the “demographic
explosion” which will be caused during
the Kumbh. The HC asked the state to
“get in touch with other states and the
Centre to limit the pilgrims.” TNN

Medical infra poor, curb
Kumbh rush: U’khand HC

New Delhi: In a money laundering case in which four fraudsters cheated
Reliance Industries Ltd by selling it 13 forged Vishesh Krishi and Gram
Udyog Yojana licences, the Enforcement Directorate has attached
properties of the accused worth Rs 5 crore. The attached assets include
four commercial buildings in Rajkot and one in Mumbai.

“Investigation revealed that Kalpesh Daftary along with Niyaz Ahmed,
Piyush Viramgama, Vijay Gadhiya and others forged 13 Vishesh Krishi and
Gram Udyog Yojana Licences (VKGUY) and got them fraudulently sold to
Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL),” the ED has said in its attachment order. TNN

ED attaches ̀̀ 5cr assets of 4 who defrauded RIL 

Taj Mahal had 2,508 foreign tourists this
sesason, just 0.8% of the usual footfall
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Farmers burn copies of the new laws 
as they celebrate Lohri at the Singhu
border on Wednesday
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New Delhi: Ahead of the upco-
ming assembly election in West
Bengal, the railway ministry
is all set to approve Rs 439.5 crore
fourth greenfield coaching 
terminal project at Dankuni ne-
ar Kolkata.

Currently, there are three
such terminals — Howrah, Kol-
kata and Sealdah — and these
are already congested. The pro-
ject may be announced in the
next couple of weeks, sources sa-
id. The Eastern Railway has sent
the proposal to the railway bo-
ard. The project site is barely 15
km from Howrah. TNN

Poll-bound Kolkata
set to get fourth
railway station 

Naomi Canton
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